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A RARE COMBINATION OF FISH & GAME OFFICIALS, NATIONAL GUARDSMEN AND A FEW DETERMINED BIRD 
WATCHERS WORK IN THE SNOW AT MONO LAKE TO BLAST OPEN A "MOAT" TO SAVE SOME'THREATENED GULLS 

W HEN THE NATIONAL GUARD'S LAST CRUNCHING "BOOM!" ERUPTED IN SALTY, MURKY MUD AT MONO 

Lake last Friday, it preserved, at least for another year, the nesting safety of Neg- 
it Island's colony of California Gulls - thought to be the second largest rookery in 
the '.to rid. 

The eruptions of ammonium nitrate echoing across the barren lakebed and rumbling through 
the Sierra to the wost, marked the end of a^lo ng and (as it turned out) successful campaign to 
clear a deep channel between the ' ^~ 

island and the lake's north shore. 

Until last week's explosions, only 
a narrow strip of water inches deep 
provided a barrier-moat between the 
island rookery and the animal and 
human predators on the shore, 60 
feet away. 

Anticipating the danger for 
several years, a number of California conserva¬ 
tion and naturalist groups recently raised en¬ 
ough alarums to get the help of the California 
Department of Fish & Game Department and the en¬ 
gineers of a National Guard outfit. An in-depth 
study by a noted ornithologist, David Winkler, 
had recently provided the first comprehensive - 
and publicly convincing - report concerning the 
certain doom of the California Gulls. 

'.Tinkler, along with several official ag¬ 
encies, place the blame of the lake's demise 
on an un-caring Los Angeles Department of Wat¬ 
er and Power, They predict that the culminat¬ 
ion of the recent campaign, on Friday, amounts 
to little more than a "temporary" solution to 
be solved, finally, through "negotiation or 
litigation" with the DWP. 

For years in this century, the depart¬ 
ment has systematically rerouted the lake's 
Sierra feedwaters into the Los Angeles Aque¬ 
duct system. Drought and evaporation have fur- 

(See MONO CHANNEL, Page h) 


CORRALLING THE HUNTERS 

"MODIFIED" OR NOT, A DEER QUOTA PROPOSAL 
IS ARGUED AS A PLAY FOR GOVERNMENT POWER 

Tf THE RECENT REGULATORY HISTORY OF PUBLIC AG- 
encies provides any true indicators, a rec- 
X ent deer control proposal by the California 
Department of Fish & Game may-in fact be, as 
its critics claim, more far-reaching than the 
mere regulation of the herds. 

Last week, a vicious public backlash 
prompted the department to modify its original 
plan to set up a "quota" system by which the 
state's hunters, which number into the thous¬ 
ands, would have to depend on the "luck of the 
draw" to determine where they could hunt. Al¬ 
though F&G dropped the quota plan, there re¬ 
mains now a "zone" system which corrals the 
sportsmen into hunting a particular area, usu¬ 
ally their own, and would end the far-ranging 
hunting trips that many of them prefer. 

Sportsmen's groups, and individual hunt¬ 
ers, see the modified plan as little better 
than its parent proposal; hunters want no more 
government controls than they already must tol¬ 
erate, whether it be over hunting or other ar¬ 
eas of life. In that view they are rapidly win¬ 
ning even the sympathies of non-hunters and 
anti-hunting factions. 

Some of the outdoorsmen see the propos¬ 
ed deer hunt regulations as a subtle end-run 

(See HUNT ZONES, Page 3) 


NEWS BRIEFS 

ICEMA FIRES A CONTROVERSIAL WORKER; THE 
SHERIFF LOSES - AND REGAINS - AN ESCAPEE; 
DOPE KILLS A SKIER; AND FISHER ABSTAINS 

f, rn HERE'S NO SENSE," REASONS INYO'S SHERIFF 

Floyd Barton, "in penalizing all when one 
JL guy splits." The one guy he referred to 
is Car Thief Mark Hughes, an 18-year-old 
ELano, Texas, county jail inmate who told a 
county work crew boss he was "going to the 
bathroom" and, instead, took off in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty's first walk-away escape in years. Sheriff 
Barton explained that "any sentenced prisoner 
who wants to can work," but he reassured ques¬ 
tioners that security is tight on Inyo County 
trusty work gangs, "We wouldn't let anyone out 
on a crew who is dangerous," said Barton. The 
young Texan had "no vicious background" and he 
was under sentence for car theft. Walking away 
from his work crew in the Whitney Portal area, 
he managed somehow to elude search crews, a 
sheriff's office spotter plane and a tracker. 
The sheriff had said "Eventually, we'll get 
him." And indeed they did. Hughes was captured 
in San Bernardino County behind the wheel of 
another stolen car. 

COUNTY OFFICIALS WERE HAVING THEIR OWN CAR dif¬ 
ficulties in the question of extensive use of 
county cars by department heads. Under special 
scrutiny was the freewheeling use, until now, 
of county car-driving between home and office. 
The county's middle-echelon bosses 7/ant to look 
at the problem before meekly surrendering the 
official cars they use, and Jim Angelo, current 
president of the Inyo County Officials Associ¬ 
ation, asked-the supervisors for H3> days in or¬ 
der to "make a statement on such policy matt¬ 
ers." He was given less than 30. Said Bishop 
Supervisor Herbert Londons"There's no sense 
dilly-dallying on a long-standing problem. If 
we can't attack a problem we don't deserve to 
make a decision." At week's end, the "problem" 
remained un-attacked, pending Angelo's input. 

"ICEMA," the Inland Counties Emergency Medical 
Authority, ljas fired Co-ordinator Maxine Ting- 
wall who recently made a controversial appear¬ 
ance before the Inyo board of supervisors. The 
new, temporary co-ordinator, Joyce Schwinn, 
told reporters last week that Ting//all was fir¬ 
ed after "she was given a certain number of 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 7) 




















» » NOTES FROM B.K .« « « 


SIH A GREAT DEAL OP AMAZED, OF- §}, 
ended disbelief, the DYfP's Du¬ 
ane Georgeson told a UCLA semi¬ 
nar that ’’They" (meaning we in 
the Owens Valley) "would like 
to expand their U3e of the wat¬ 
er on its land...and see the 
City of Los Angeles buy more wa¬ 
ter from the Metropolitan Water 
Districti" Y/ith the righteous 
certitude of a colonial monarch l 




BENETT KESSLER ! 


Georgeson did a confidant re-run of the usual 
DWP line: "The City of L.A. bought all that 
land in the Owens Valley 5>0 years ago]" Face 
it folksj we're all such a terrible thorn in 
L.A.'s side - and it's a good thing that UCLA 
knows about itI In the face of such martyred 
anguish, we should be ashamed of ourselves. 
Sackcloth and ashes, anyone? 

IF POMPOUS PRONOUNCEMENTS ARE THE RULE IN DWP«S 
royal towers, there are exceptions...sometimes 
even the ability of DWP executives to laugh at 
themselves. The Owens Valley's DWP man, Jim 
Wickser, for instance. 7fe asked him again about] 
the "lot sales" epic that DY/P so ponderously 
promised for last October, and then reset "for 
February." Said WLckser: "It's still in L.A. to 
be considered by the water and power commiss¬ 
ioners. It hasn't been set on an agenda." We 
asked why it was taking so long, and Wickser 
said (somewhat resignedly), "They're concerned 
about it." Well, That are they concerned about? 
Replied Jim with a grim humor: "I don't know 
what." 

***• 

BRAVE NEW UTOPIAN WORLD DEPARTMENT: We'd like 
to share the optimism reflected in an anony¬ 
mous note we got from one who signs himself (or 
herself) "Eagle," from Bishop. With a nearly 
revolutionary fervor,"Eagle" screams this assu¬ 
rance: "Within the heart of every American is 
the burning quest for inner fulfillment, peace 
and harmony. Two hundred million strong Ameri¬ 
cans will one day usurp the privileged, mater¬ 
ialistically self-serving politicians and oth¬ 
er intelligencia. This struggle will be waged 
by every class, sex, color. We will once again 
control our destinies by our unshakeable belief 
in American morality. This has been carved in 
granite.'" Okay, Eagle, maybe you got something 
there. Meanwhile, folks, onward and upward] 

ITS THREE WEEKS IN ARIZONA FOR THE HENRI RAUBS 
who loaded up the travel trailer late last week 
and took off for the sunnier climes. He'll re¬ 
turn to resume the campaign to retrieve the 
"Inyo Meteorite" fran the Smithsonian. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE: Three helpful people up 
in Mono County: Don Banta, the congenial owner 
of Lee Vining's Lakeview Motel} Pat Kelley, 
the Mono Lakeside resident} and Jeff Hansen, a 
local contractor who eagerly snomobiles oyer 
three miles of slush to deliver film for for¬ 
getful TV film crews on the Mono Lake assign¬ 
ment. 

AND A GREAT NEW-OLD DINING DISCOVERY: The old 
"Mono Inn" north of Lee ; Vining has reopened in 
the past year or so. Big fireplace, and a view 
of the lake. Well worth a stop if you 're north¬ 
bound on 395• 


AFTER HE LEFT THE D.A.'S OFFICE A COUPLE OF 
years ago. Bishop's Bob Thayer became "apolit¬ 
ical," or so he tells us in an early-morning 
phone call. But he got over that. Now Thayer's 
out to unseat the Bishop supervisor, Herbert 
London. When he worked for the district attor¬ 
ney as a researcher, Bob compiled files and 
files of evidence in the Inyo County-DWP court 
cases. A go-getter. 

MORE VPP's: Allen and Cindy O'Connor. He's the 
Bishop architect} she's one of the sparks in 
the county's lively League of Women Voters. 

UPSTAIRS CAMARADERIE: All the folks - develop¬ 
ers, lawyers, beauty shop operators - with of¬ 
fices on the top floor of Bishop's Cornell 
Building (southeast corner Main and Line) got 
together Friday for vhat was probably Bishop's 
best single organized St. Pat's Day party. 

What's more, they even had an Irish name or two 
among the celebrants, and that made it offic¬ 
ial. 

RECOVERING AT HOME AFTER A SEVERE BOUT with 
emphysema that left him hospitalized for many 
days: John Park McMurray, of Independence. One 
of the county's leading legal lights for near¬ 
ly 30 years. Judge McMurray retired eight years 
ago. He served as an assistant district attor¬ 
ney, then district attorney, and, finally, 
judge of the Superior Court. He's 69. Glad to 
hear things are better* Mrs. McMurray - Aileen 
- is one of-Independence's VPP's. 

' -WHfr 

WE'RE HEARING A LOT OF ANONYMOUS GRIPES about 
the board and the administration of Inyo's 
hospitals. But not one complaint yet from any 
of the patients} so things must not be all 
That bad. 7 Je also know where some of the mal¬ 
ice is originating - and why. The media, or 
some'of it, trie3 earnestly to give everyone a 
fair chance to air different views. But we're 
up to Here in "anonymous" and "off-the-record" 
sniping. 

•K-iBfr 

"THE BREATH OF SPRING" HAS BREATHED. Cross 
your fingers again} the buds are out early and 
a cold snap could ruin the fruit. 

REMEMBER SHELDON GOODMAN - THE DISC-JOCKEY vet¬ 
eran of the Lone Pine radio wars? A good chance 
he'll be returning to radio as the night-time 
DJ on Bishop's FM outlet, KIOQ. If he gets the 
spot, he'll be making his cool pitch to the 
R&R crowd. 

"MISS LILLIAN 1 ' IS AL.7AYS IN THE NEWS, but the 1 
president's Daddy, now dead, hardly ever got a 
mention other than as a "strict disciplinari¬ 
an" - what you might call a blow below the Bi¬ 
ble Belt. Mr. Earl Carter is - and was - always 
pictured as a kind of tyrannical taskmaster 
who pushed the kids into the peanut field at 
h a.m. "But I loved him very much," reminds 
the president in a way that leaves a little 
doubt. s 

ALL THEY NEEDED WAS THE COFFEE. A Schat's Bak¬ 
ery truck was making the curve near Bishop's 
•Peacon Tavern, and off bounced several cartons 
of goodies: "about a thousand doughnuts" were 
written off in the loss. 

*** (More on Page 3) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued 

WEEKEND TRIPPERS TO RENO: Theofield and Jerry 
Kanieski. Meeting relatives flying in from Ohio. 

NO SMOKING NEAR THE AMMONIUM NITRATE', PLEASE. 
National Guardsmen were trying to be helpful 
and courteous to the press - but also cautious, 
as they suggested to an unknowing reporter that 
a lighted cigarette could be just possibly 
dangerous. The reporter had casually taken a 
seat on some plastic jugs flown in by helicop¬ 
ter to the Mono Lake channel project. In the 
jugs: About two tons of explosive. Quipped one 
of the good-natured Guardsmen, a private: "Get 
your ash off our boom-boom, please." 

•S-SBS- 

FOCD PRICES: ANOTHER JUMP UFYARDS. Winter rain 
destroyed acres of lettuce, broccoli, celery, , 
asparagus. Past droughts have driven up prices 
of beef (5-20‘S). Also some higher prices may 
be expected for sugar and other items. What *s 
the good news? -Coffee, headed down. C'est la vie. 

INYO’S TOURIST VISITORS ARE LUCKY. Up here, fax 
from home, they sometimes have car breakdowns, 
and, as "furriners," are vulnerable to every 
kind of towing or mechanic rip-off that one 
might find...elsewhere. Vie've heard few, if ay, 
complaints about overcharging anywhere along 
the line. And we know one mechanic (at Indepen¬ 
dence) who discovered weeks later that a re¬ 
built engine he'd installed was giving a little 
trouble. Looking into it, he asked the customer 
to bring in the car, whenever convenient, for 
a complete re-overhaul. It had been the fault 
of the engine rebuilder down south, but the lo¬ 
cal man assumed responsibility on his own. It 
all cost the car owner not one cent. The mech¬ 
anic: Scott Duncan. In these days, unbelievable, 
but very true. 

* 4KBfr 

ANOTHER BIG OVERHAUL DOWN AT L.A.'S CHANNEL 2 
"Newsroom." The turnover two years ago - when 
the network fired 12 of its top newshawks, in¬ 
cluding Sandy Hill - resulted only in dramatic 
drops in ratings. Now a new crowd has come in 
from Chicago to try to straighten things out 
again. The hew management (fresh from Chi and 
unfamiliar with the West Coast, remember)'came 
immediately off the wall with an editorial in 
support of the Behr Bill and opposing the Jar¬ 
vis Amendment, not exactly the way to win rat¬ 
ings in Southern California right now. And now 
there's talk of further cutting the Channel 2 
news budget. iJ eanwhile, ABC's "Eyewitness News" 
(Ch 7) fields no fewer than 16 film crews, and 
remains on top. For Inyo viewers 2 and 7 remain 
the best TV news, with each of them paying more 
attention to events in this area. NBC's Chan¬ 
nel li doesn't know we exist up here and takes 
a DITP-watered-down view of the Owens Valley. 

-:bb*- 

INYO'S PROUD LITTLE AIRLINE, SIERRA PACIFIC, 
has recently changed hands - and also schedules. 
If you have an express package that needs pri¬ 
ority shipment, make SURE you know just when it 
vrill go out; there have been some dramatic and 
costly snafus of late. 

AND (FROM WHATEVER CHANNEL) MAY THE NETS in your 
day...be good news...every day. 

Sincerely 
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HUNT ZONES, Continued 

effort by government toward gun control; abe¬ 
lief that becomes less far-fetched when weigh¬ 
ed in the light of past bureau performance. The 
provident of Bishop's activist "Rainbow Club," 
Earl Brown, says his group thinks that once an 
additional control is established, it then pro¬ 
vides an easy stepping stone for any bureau¬ 
cratic plan to impose further restrictions. 

"They want to control the hunter, not 
the deer," says Brown who echoes the deep-felt 
feelings of most of the state's hunters. Their 
dark suspicions are reinforced by at least some 
evidence: the proposed "zoning" plan itself, 
as it now stands, for instance. In that plan, 
which is in "preliminary draft" form, the de¬ 
partment of fish and game has somehow managed 
to lump the highest populations of people with 
the least possible deer, and vice versa. In or¬ 
der for the individual hunter to hunt in anoth¬ 
er zone, he would have to make application to 
Sacramento - which in turn vastly increases 
the amount of bureaucratic paperwork. Fed up 
with government controls, and with the increas¬ 
ing tax costs of implementing them, the hunt¬ 
ers, like Brown, see the plan as a proposal "to 
create more jobs in the fish and gams depart¬ 
ment," as certainly it must. 

The present proposal, seen in terms of 
hunter-convenience, provides a minor disaster. 
Near the beginning of each season, every hun¬ 
ter would be faced with deciding where - and, 
eventually,-vhen - he planned to hunt during 
that year. Few hunters have that much decision 
control, since most go hunting when opportuni¬ 
ty presents itself. Further, there remains in 
the plan, in spite of seeming modification, a 
subtle "quota" system poorly disguised as "zon¬ 
ing." The state, after all, would have power 
to grant or deny the applications to hunt in ev¬ 
ery particular area. 

Of special concern in the Inyo-Mono area 
(Zone X-9 on the proposed map) is the impact 
the system might have on the local economy that 
derives much of its income from sportsmen, most 
of whom migrate from the crowded southland for 
hunting and fishing in season. 

"After the hunters have to send to Sacra¬ 
mento to get a permit, then they'll push in‘the 
quota drawings," warns Brown and others who fear 
further regulatory power over their outdoor 
lives. "Next, they'll want to know what caliber 
gun the hunter uses in order to 'tabulate bet¬ 
ter figures' or to determine what kills more 
deer...and then they'll want us to send in the 
serial numbers." Asked if he is projecting -the 
possibility of a hidden gun control system. 
Brown replied "I believe it's a definite pros¬ 
pect • " 

Tax-conscious bureau-watchers, such as 
the supporters of the Jarvis Amendment, see the 
hunting control issue in dollar terms. Some of 
these have estimated the cost of implimentat- 
ion (not to mention ongoing paper costs) as 
nearly $300,000. 

As for Fish & Game's seeming willingness 
to accomodate the hunters (by modifying the ear¬ 
lier plan). Brown says "They changed the garb¬ 
age of the program, but kept everything else." 
Brown says he and his club members would like 
to see the department "wait for one year, have 
more public meetings, and come up with some¬ 
thing feasible.. .A general consensus." 
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ther reduced the lake and 
concentrated its salinity. 
Only five years ago Negit i 
Island pushed up through 
the surface of a shimmer¬ 
ing lake a full mile from 
the north shore. The is¬ 
land provided the remote 
protection the gulls need 
to survive• 

At recent meetings ! 
in which ornithological 
groups and scientists at- f 
tempted to explain the in- ** 
creasing danger to the De- 
partment of Water and Pow¬ 
er, they were met with de¬ 
nials of blame - and not a 
little cynical derision. 

"'Ye don't care," remarked 
one high DVfP official, "if 
^egit island becomes an is¬ 
thmus ." 

One of the scientists 
working with the Guard on 
the snow-covered lakebed 
resignedly said last Thur¬ 
sday that "They (the DVJP) 
know they don't have to do 
anything about it...and so 
they won't." 

But not all of Cali¬ 
fornia's scientific comm- 
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A NARROW, SHALLOW MOAT 
separates Negit Island 
from the lakeshore's 
predators. National Gu¬ 
ardsmen (below) set the 
charges to blast a 
deeper channel, 
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unity felt hobbled by such 
defeatist attitudes. Sev¬ 
eral have hinted at all- __ 

inclusive, far-reaching lawsuits that they hope 
to file against the Department of Water and Po¬ 
wer which one characterized as the "biggest co¬ 
yote predator of all." 

Barring such a lawsuit - or the unlikely 
prospects of a sudden DWP leap into ecological 
morality - the prognosis for what remains of 
”ono Lake is grim. "Our computer simulation," 
says one UC Davis scientist, "indicates that if 
the present climatic cycle and water diversion 
rates continue, Mono Lake will sink 53 feet, to 
5U percent of its present (reduced) surface, 
and 29 percent of-its present volume, by the 
middle o'f the next century." As for the second 
largest gull rookery in the world, it will by 
then have long vanished, along with the food 
sources, for scores of other species basing 
their livelihood on the lake *s ecosystem. 

If the naturalists don't go to war with 
D'VP, some state health agencies may. Alkali 
dust, a proven enemy of respiratory health, is 
already a problan, blowing off the lakebed and 
into the ancient Bristlecone Forest - and into 
the expensive condominiums and summer homes at 
nearby resort communities. 

State Fish & Game officials, politically 
sensitive and alert to the increasing outcry, 
"are well aware of the situation," although 
tliat agency plans no action against FTP "a't 
tliis time," according to one middle-level F & G 
officer. 

Luck was with the naturalist groups — at 
least for now. Their emergency campaign to open 
a deeper channel at Negit Island had prompted 
a private subscription effort to raise the cost 
o r the project estimated at many thousands of 
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EXPLOSIVE ERUPTION 
scatters briney mud 
and water in the 
first of a series of 
blasts set off by 
Guard engineers. The 
project was seen only 
as a "temporary sol¬ 
ution" to save the 
island's rookery. 


dollars. Unable to pay the cost, they turned to 
other agencies, and, as it happened, the 579th 
Engineering Battalion of the California Guard 
saw jihe channel job as a good training exercise 
with no impossible logistical problems. It was 
at considerable tax-payer cost, however, that 
the Guard moved in several trucks, two helicop¬ 
ters, a complete pontoon bridge and other mil¬ 
itary paraphernalia,to do the job. With a man¬ 
power strength of about 20 men, they set up 
the project on a narrow finger of land reaching 
southxvestward toward Negit, this a dd some 
grumbling about snow and slush that still blan¬ 
kets the shallow—to—dry lakebed. The exercise 
could not wait until warmer weather because ev¬ 
en as the Guardsmen made preparations, the van¬ 
guard of Negit's springtime gull population ar¬ 
rived, circling and sorearning their complaints 
high overhead. 

For the shivering Guardsmen, most of whom 
came from west central and northern California, 
there was a pervasive disbelief; that an entire 
area could allow Los Angeles (a common enemy, 
in,the eyes of a few) to destroy the lake. Los 
Angeles television was there, tipped off weeks 
ago by a local news service as the campaign got 
underway* 

From the FTP, one concession that any¬ 
thing at all was going ont The Guardsmen were 
afforded cots and quarters in a FTP building 
at nearby Lbe Vining. 


FOR THE IMPORTANT NEWSFEATURE STORIES 
OF THE WEEK, YOU CAN DEPEND ON THE IN¬ 
YO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER. SUBSCRIBE NOW. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time 
ly. Letter should not exceed 200 words and those with 



concisely stated viewpoints are most likely to be published. Address your state¬ 
ment to Box 53T, Independence, 93526. NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter does not necessarily mean that the editors are in agreement with its content. 


THE HOSPITAL ISSUE CONTINUES: 

BOARD CHAIRMAN COMMENDED 

The Editor: 

I have never questioned the right of an 
individual to hold an opinion, nor the right of 
a publication to print such an opinion - so 
long as the individual assumes responsibility 
by signing his name to what is printed. 

I question your judgment in printing the 
anonymous, scurrilous, personal attack in your 
recent paper on Omie Mairs. The letter has all 
the earmarks of one written by a disgruntled 
employee, or - perhaps - ex-employee of the 
hospital district. Obviously, also, the writer 
is too cowardly to sign his name. 

Furthermore, I have known and respected 
Mr. Mairs since the early 1914.0's and have nev¬ 
er, prior to last week, heard any question as 
to his integrity, civic-mindedness and business 
ability. I might add that while I do not share 
his interest in horse-racing, I think his ad¬ 
diction to golf and the Dodgers - which Ishare 
-is admirable. 

- life. J. Bauer 
Lone Fine 

(Editor's note: It is the policy, general¬ 
ly applied, for publications to print on¬ 
ly those letters that are signed, unless 
anonymity, sometimes clearly necessary, is 
requested but the writer's name enclosed. 
Many unsigned letters dealing with the hos¬ 
pital issues (in our view, NON-issues) had 
crossed the editor's desk, and all were re¬ 
jected, save for the one Reader ^auer writes 
about. The editors thought (and rightly so, 
as it proved out) that publication might 
bring to light an on-going smear and crit¬ 
icism campaign that has created distrust 
and inharmony that so far has proven to be 
unjustified. NEWS-LETTER finds itself in 
agreement with much of what Mr. Bauer has to 
say. He also included with his letter the 
following schedule of Southern Inyo Hospi¬ 
tals rates which clearly ranain well with¬ 
in regional standards, however much we may 
all regret any increase at all in these 
times of high prices. His enclosure, and 
comments, follow:) 


HOSPITAL 

PVT. RM. 

SEMI-PVT. 

ICU-CCU 

Ridgecrest 

$125 

$115 

$325 

Kern Valley $115 

$105 

$225 

Victor Valley $125 

$115 

$256 

Fhys. Hosp. 

9 


$265 

Bakersfield $120 

$110 

Tehachapi 

$10 U 

$98 

$225 

No. Inyo 

$125 

$109 

$29U •’ 

So. Inyo 

$125 

$110 

$300 


Mr. Heston - You might be interested in the a-' 
bove-listed rate comparison. I might add, I 
have no connection with the hospital except as 
a patient - The care arid treatment are excell-, 
ent. ' -Y/ra. J. Bauer 

(NS'VS-LETTER thanks Mr. Bauer for clearing 


the air, and for troubling to express the 
other side. Many agree with his position.) 

* ■»• * 

THE ABORTION ISSUE: VALUE OF LIFE 
MEASURED BY THE COST ACCOUNTANTS 

To the Editor, 

When is genocide going to end in Ameri¬ 
ca? Or will the retarded, the handicapped, the 
chronically unemployed, the elderly, be next? 

So many Americans drink from the trough 
of state willingly. 

The Legislative Analyst's study, 1978-79, 
of the state budget is asking (P. U9b) the 
State Health Department for an overall look at 
the cost effectiveness of killing babies ins¬ 
tead of letting them be bom - based on the i- 
dea the state Should subsidize the abortion 
killing of 82,000 babies (35 million dollars 
1978-79) if it thinks it can save a few dol¬ 
lars in the long run. 

It has been stated, "If these dollars 
for deaths tradeoffs become popular, we may 
not live much longer." 

Qov. Brown is a strong advocate of State 
funding for abortions. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson has denounced gov't- 
subsidized abortion as a form of genocide. 

My vote for or against a candidate is 
based on the candidate's record (not vhat he 
or she says) on the subject of abortion; feder¬ 
al aid to the multitude of pockets which have 
cropped up in recent years; the giving away of 
American soil which has been bought, paid for 
and deeded to us such as the Panama Canal Zone, 
that part of Texas which Kennedy gave to Mexi¬ 
co leaving the landowners high and dry with 
their suddenly worthless deeds - and will Cal¬ 
ifornia be next?; the New Constitution (draft¬ 
ed in Santa Barbara), etc. 

- Pat McClendon 
Little Lake • 

(Editor's Note: NEWS-LETTER understands Read¬ 
er McClendon's concern. Depersonalized, com- 
puterizer government - or business - has em¬ 
erged in the past three decades as an exped¬ 
ient w ay to deal with masses of people; as a 
consequence, the individual is seen more 
and more as a statistical and economic en¬ 
tity, than as an ethical-spiritual human be¬ 
ing. NEWS-LETTER knows of no single elected 
official anywhere at any level that is not 
( caught up in the "system" to some degree, 
although all claim otherwise. It is unfort¬ 
unate that Orwellian!sm is not itself being 
aborted. 198U is not, after all, veiy far 
off if it is not indeed already upon us.) 

* -it- •* 

DWP'S DRAIN ON MONO LAKE PLACES 
MANY SPECIES "IN IMMINENT JEOPARDY" U 
(An excerpt from "Waucoba News" by David Gaines 
Gaines, ornithologist, Mono Lake study • 
group. See story, this issue.) 

"Mono's shores are now marked by a cons- 
(See FORUM, Page 6) 
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picuous band of white, barren alkali—encrusted 
rocks and sand - a "bathtub ring" left by the 
shrinking shoreline. This is the direct/conse¬ 
quence of "engineering skills" and man's extra¬ 
vagant use of its waters for his exclusive use . 
Alkali dust rises from these shores and often 
obliterates the reflections of its mirror-like 
surface. 

Alkali dust borne eastward may prove a 
very real threat to the Bristlecone fine Forest 
on the V/hite Mountains; borne southward, this 
dust is already reaching Mammoth and is posing 
a health problem. 

Of equal concern is the fate of many liv¬ 
ing organisms which depend on Mono Lake for 
sustenance. The uninformed are ignorant of the 
enormous fecundity of Mono Lake's phyto-plank- 
ton and the invertebrate organisms that feed 
the immense swarms of California Gulls that 
nest on the islands of Mono Lake. In addition 
to gulls, hundreds of thousands of Grebes and 
Phalaropes visit Mono Lake on their migratory 
journeys. 

In imminent jeopardy is the Negit Island 
California Gull Rookery, the largest in the 
state, and considered the second largest in the 
world. This year a land bridge will have emerg¬ 
ed between the shore and Negit Island allowing 
the predators to move out to the island and 
prey upon the nesting gulls. Changes in the 
chemistry of Mono Lake's water is equally ser¬ 
ious because these birds are now at the limit 
of their known salt tolerance. 

Already evaporation has concentrated its 
waters to twice the salinity and ten times the 
alkalinity of seawater. If diversions of fresh 
water from the Sierra drainage continue, the 
carbonates and other solutes will increase to 
about four times their present density. 

How will the lake's inhabitants survive? 
Can man afford to lose these? The aesthetic 
losses? The increasing health hazard? The int¬ 
erruption of a continuous link to prehistoric 
time? The biological changes that will predict¬ 
ably result? 

- David Gaines 

Each week,, the INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 
adds new names to its mailing list in order 
to acquaint more people with its "alternat¬ 
ive news coverage, but "complimentary" cop¬ 
ies go out for a limited time. To make sure 
you receive the NEWS-LETTER regularly, kind- 
ly fill out and mail the subscription form 
below. 
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AN EDITORIAL _ 

THE TAXPAYERS WILL HAVE TO PAY FOR DWP'S 
DAMAGES TO MONO LAKE - MANY THOUSANDS 

When the citizens of Lee Vining, in Mo¬ 
no County, heard some weeks back that a chan¬ 
nel was to be blasted between Negit Island and 
the Mono Lake shore, a new - and bitter - joke 
began making the rounds in that community. 

"Why blow up Mono Lake?," ask the Mono 
Countians. "Blow up the aqueduct instead." 

To many in the two counties such a dras¬ 
tic solution (Really no solution at all) be¬ 
comes increasingly attractive. 

And now it appears that the taxpayers 
will have to foot the bill for these new dam¬ 
ages caused by the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power; thousands of dollars in time 
and effort have been expended by at least one 
university, by the Department of Fish and Game 
and the Bureau of Land Management, and by the 
National Guard. These agencies, along with 
national and state ornithological and ecologi¬ 
cal groups rightly believe that it is import¬ 
ant that we save the second largest gull rook¬ 
ery in the world. Last week, these agencies 
took steps - "only temporary" steps, mind you 
- to do just that, by blasting a channel be¬ 
tween the lakeshore and Negit Island, home of 
the gulls. Private groups tried for the past 
six months to raise the money to blast or to 
dredge the channel, a fund-raising project 
that was considered almost impossible from the 
start. The Fish and Game Department and the 
National Guard came to the rescue, for which 
effort most intelligent people are extremely 
grateful. But that means the taxpayers have to 
pay - as usual - for the damages and depreda¬ 
tions of the Department of Water and Pov/er. 

For the destruction of Mono Lake, for 
the destruction of Owens Valley - for the con¬ 
stant and ongoing trouble the DWP causes - 
that agency should be made to pay, not only 
for damages done, but also millions in punit¬ 
ive damages. It is time that the people of the 
two counties get angry enough to act in right¬ 
eous unity - by whatever means necessary - to 
end the DWP blight forever. As it is structur¬ 
ed and controlled now, the DWP, as a political 
"service" entity, has no right to exist on the 
face of the earth. 

Most thinking people of the Eastern Si¬ 
erra are aware that they have more water than 
they need for a good life, for strong economic 
growth, and for a healthy ecosystem - and a 
lot left over for the DWP-burdened people of 
Los Angeles. And welcome to it. But Los Angel¬ 
es should be told, plainly, clearly and very, 
very firmly, that there are limits to how far 
their silly water company can intrude on the 
land and life of Owens Valley. The argument 
that DWP "owns" this land is no argument at 
all. It is we, the people of the two counties, 
who have "bought and paid for it," not DWP. 
DWP.'s presence here (and everywhere else) has 
been at tremendous cost to all it pretentious¬ 
ly claims to serve. We've had it up to here 
since watching the Guard at work out in {he 
ice and snow up at Mono Lake last week. 

Maybe some more lawsuits, by citizens and 
taxpayers groups,might be in order. 

- John Heston 
Senior Editor 
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hours to work, and she didn't come to work," 
and that she "had three months to do certain 1 
work, and she didn't do it," Reluctant to ela¬ 
borate further, Schwinn said she has "been too 
busy with emergency medical training in the Te- 
copa area to be involved" with the discharge, 
Tingwall, however, had more time and she told 
reporters that she had "been warned at the 'out¬ 
set about the ICEMA director and. Joyce, but I 
didn't know it would be that bad 0 People were 
not happy with me there from the beginning," 
Asked to comment on ICEMA and its program, the 
deposed co-ordinator said "it has problems. No¬ 
body really wants what I CELIA has to offer, and 
: they're already writing a grant for next year, 

" when they haven't done anything with ■this year's 
grant. There's a lack of organization." Asked 
if press coverage of the ICEMA issue had any¬ 
thing to do with her discharge, Tingwall rep¬ 
lied, "I don't think it had any effect, but I 
don't think it helped." 

RESIGNED TO ONGOING STAFF DIFFICULTIES AND Ru¬ 
mored morale problems in the county planning 
department, the supervisors are now consider¬ 
ing a proposal to "contract out" the county's 
amateurishly inadequate "General Plan," long 
in need of an update. '"Ye can't keep playing 
with staffing problems any longer," warns Sup¬ 
ervisor 'Wilma Muth. "Yfe're at a critical point 
and passing month-to-month without an update." 
To her statement Planning Director Doug Sher¬ 
burne unexplainably and cryptically intoned: 
"The handwriting has been on the wall since 
197L." Like graffiti, maybe, and that's-not 
where the supervisors want "the Plan." They 
want it on the books, but Sherburne has so far 
been unable, or unwilling, to put it there. 

ALSO UNWILLING OR UNABLE was Bishop Council- 
woman-elect Jane Fisher - to vote any good 
thing for that municipality's remaining incum¬ 
bent councilmen who participated in her firing 
from the city clerk's office last year. At a 
council meeting last week, the council voted 
5-0 to "accept and acknowledge" a 100 -name pe¬ 
tition urging that Fisher be elected mayor, 
but Councilman Bob Campbell was nominated. The 
vote, I 4 .-O, Fisher abstaining. Then two resolu¬ 
tions were proposed "in appreciation of serv¬ 
ice" of the two outgoing councilmen. The vote 
again: I|-0, Fisher abstaining, 

NEWS-LETTER H10T0G-C0RRESP0NDENT CAROL PORTER 
filed a report about a "wrong-way skier" over 
the weekend, A Mammoth skier, Robert Garcia, 

18 , skied "the back side" of Mammoth Mountain 
Sunday afternoon, and apparently got lost. At 
9:30 Sunday night the ski patrol found him in 
the Pumice Flats area to bring him back in 
good shape. Somehow he had failed to notice 
the hundreds of other brightly-clad skiers, all 
going the other way. 

MONO SHERIFF'S OFFICERS HAVE UNOFFICIALLY RULt- 
ed that the death of Mario Armando Bandict, 20, 
and the near-death of Randall Ewald, 20, may 
have been due to a drug overdose. Bandict's 
body was found late last week at Mammoth, his 
companion Ewald unconscious nearby. An invest¬ 
igation was continuing. Another M ammoth death 
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was that of 62-year-old John Allen Onstott of 
Ontario, found dead at the Engelhof Lodge. Of¬ 
ficers attributed the death to "natural causes." 

AT EjlSHOP'S EMBERS RESTAURANT, NEARLY A HUND- 
ed of his county co-workers turned a farewell 
dinner party into a testimonial dinner for Ro¬ 
ger Glidden, the county's assistant public 
works director. More than a few made brief 
speeches lauding Glidden for his efforts and 
efficiency as a county employee. "Gee," ackn¬ 
owledged Glidden, "I thought this was something 
that's supposed to happen 20 years from now." 
Glidden will go into private business - and lie 
has also begun a campaign to win the supervis¬ 
orial seat of Supervisor Wilma Muth.’ 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS VLAS IN VIOLATION 
of a state law when they decided to change the 
county's hiring rules governing nepotism, the 
preferential employment of relatives or close 
friends. So says John Snyder, president of the 
Inyo County Employees Association. Coincident- 
ally, Snyder's organization had already writ¬ 
ten a letter to the supervisors voicing its of¬ 
ficial support of the supervisors' plan to dis¬ 
card the nepotism rules, but Snyder says the 
board had no business making a unilateral de¬ 
cision. "If the board wants to change any part 
of the merit system, they have to inform us to 
have a representative there," and he suggests 
the board re-consider the issue. Snyder says 
he personally believes that "in a county this 
small, nepotism rules are ridiculous." 

RITES OF SPRING: ARRIVAL OF THE VERNAL EQUINOX 
(in ancient times a much-celebrated event) has 
prompted no particular attention here, even a- 
mong the county's far-out fringe of nature fe¬ 
tishists, But it has brought a host of spring 
tourists, most of them on their way to the ski 
slopes of Mammoth and June Lake. Balmy days 
and bright sun (transiting the equinox) have 
had little impact on Mono snow conditions. 

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION HAS DEN- 
ied a petition filed last fall by Eastern Sier¬ 
ra News Service (Publisher of NEWS-LETTER) to 
contest the re-licensing of Lone Pine Radio 
Station KINC. The petition was lodged after a 
set-to between Former KING Newsman John Heston 
and the KINC management. Heston had charged 
that the station had poor management and on- 
again-off-again news programming and a lack of 
FCC-required "public affairs broadcasting." A 
letter from the station management denied the 
charges claiming that the ESNS news broadcast 
had itself provided the required public inter¬ 
est programming, and the FCC agreed. In his 
words, Heston "didn't press the case" after he 
filed the petition. Why? The newsman pointed 
out that since the petition was filed KINC had 
in fact upgraded its programming and had also 
added ABC Network news. The petition to deny 
licensing' reflected a growing trend in Califor¬ 
nia. In, the state last year no fewer than 56 
"citizen petitions" were filed against Califor¬ 
nia radio stations. During the previous licens¬ 
ing period, only 21 were filed. FCC officials 
say privately that many of the petitions amount 
only to "station grabs" by special interest 
groups. Informal surveys in Inyo County sug- 

(See NEWS BRIEFS 1 ^ 
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gest that KINC's revitalized programming has 
prompted increasing listener interest. 

PREPARATORY FOR WHAT ONE INYO PASTOR CALLS "THE 
Sunday of the year," a number of events have 
been scheduled for the 1978 Easter observance. 
Aside from the purely religious activities, 
the traditional Easter Eggs will be hard-boil- 
ed, dyed, hidden, rolled and basketed in more 
private and public events than can be public¬ 
ized. . .similar to the Lone Pine Chamber of Com¬ 
merce program which features an egg-decorating 
contest and egg-roll at L one Pine Park. Reflec¬ 
ting the trend toward ecumenism, two Lone Pine 
churches. Trinity Episcopal and Nazarene, meet 
jointly Friday night with a representative of 
the Christian mission to Jews — to discuss the 
J ewish holiday, Passover, or "Pesach." As for 
"The Day" itself. Trinity Vicar Glenn Harper 
observes: "Most people go to church on Easter 
even if they don’t the rest of the year"..be¬ 
cause "Easter rings deep as the commemoration 
of resurrection, the climax of God's Revelat¬ 
ion in history. Christians then remember their 
basic obligation to go to church," How so? The 
vicar suggests that "a good deal of the Easter 
celebration is in the subconscious...It commen>- 
orates the resurrection, just as every Sunday 
does." 

A RECENT AREA SURVEY INDICATES THAT ROBINS MAKE 
up the vast majority of Mono wildfowl. Observ¬ 


ers counted 370 of the popular birds, as com¬ 
pared with 2%0 PLnon Jays, 168 Juncos, etc. 

By far the minority species, says a December 
report published in "Vfeucoba News", are the 
Mockingbird (l), and other "singles," includ¬ 
ing some sparrows, quail and chukar. The area's 
showiest birds: Bald Eagles (2). 

UNDER NO LEGAL MANDATE TO FILE INTERIM REPORTS, 
Inyo's county grand jury has gone quietly un- 
publicized about its business. But an end-of- 
year report is due in coming months. Expected 
in the upcoming report: investigations into 
Southern Inyo Hospital, the Dean Knight-Plan¬ 
ning Commission-Supervisors controversy, the 
Bishop sewer project - and the county supervi¬ 
sors handling of the translator TV proposal. 

THE COUNTY'S CANDIDATES IN THE JUNE 6 PRIMARY 
election are keeping a low profile - until at 
least April 1. Privately, many of them say 
they don't wish to "start pushing too early," 
and some of them have informally set April I 
for advertising and personal campaigning. At 
stake in the elections: two supervisorial pos¬ 
itions, a school superintendent's job, a sher¬ 
iff's office, and a county auditor's spot. At 
least two candidates say they have found much 
sympathy for the Jarvis-Gann Amendment and 
they "seriously doubt" that the alternative 
Behr Bill will get voter approval. 
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